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Description :

Prsentation de |'diteurDecision Pointsis the extraordinary memoir of America’s 43rd president. Shattering
the conventions of political autobiography, George W. Bush offers a strikingly candid journey through the
defining decisions of hislife. In gripping, never-before-heard detail, President George W. Bush brings
readers inside the Texas Governor's Mansion on the night of the hotly contested 2000 el ection; aboard Air
Force One on September 11, in the hours after America's most devastating attack since Pearl Harbour; at the
head of the table in the Situation Room in the moments before launching the war in Irag; and behind the
Oval Office desk for his historic and controversial decisions on the financial crisis, Hurricane Katrina,
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Afghanistan, Iran, and other issues that have shaped the first decade of the 21st century. President Bush
writes honestly and directly about his flaws and mistakes, as well as his accomplishments reforming
education, treating HIV/AIDS in Africa, and safeguarding the country amid chilling warnings of additional
terrorist attacks. He also offers intimate new details on his decision to quit drinking, discovery of faith, and
relationship with hisfamily. A groundbreaking new brand of memoir, Decision Points will captivate
supporters, surprise critics, and change perspectives on one of the most consequential erasin American
history - and the man at the centre of events.ExtraitExcerpted from Decision Points Copyright 2010 by
George W. BushSurgeY ears from now, historians may look back and see the surge as a forgone conclusion,
an inevitable bridge between the years of violence that followed liberation and the democracy that emerged.
Nothing about the surge felt inevitable at the time. Public opinion ran strongly against it. Congress tried to
block it. The enemy fought relentlessly to break our will.Y et thanks to the skill and courage of our troops,
the new counterinsurgency strategy we adopted, the superb coordination between our civilian and military
efforts, and the strong support we provided for Irags political leaders, awar widely written off asafailure
has a chance to end in success. By the time | |eft office, the violence had declined dramatically. Economic
and political activity had resumed. Al Qaeda had suffered a significant military and ideological defeat. In
March 2010, Iragis went to the polls again. In a headline unimaginable three years earlier, Newsweek ran a
cover story titled Victory at Last: The Emergence of a Democratic Irag.Iraq still faces challenges, and no one
can know with certainty what the fate of the country will be. But we do know this: Because the United States
liberated Irag and then refused to abandon it, the people of that country have a chance to be free. Having
comethisfar, | hope Americawill continue to support Irags young democracy. If Iragis request a continued
troop presence, we should provideit. A free and peaceful Irag isin our vital strategic interest. It can be a
valuable ally at the heart of the Middle East, a source of stability in the region, and a beacon of hope to
political reformersin its neighborhood and around the world. Like the democracies we helped build in
Germany, Japan, and South Korea, afree Iraq will make us safer for generations to come.l have often
reflected on whether | should have ordered the surge earlier. For three years, our premise in Irag was that
political progress was the measure of success. The Iragis hit all their milestones on time. It looked like our
strategy was working. Only after the sectarian violence erupted in 2006 did it become clear that more
security was needed before political progress could continue. After that, | moved forward with the surgein a
way that unified our government. If | had acted sooner it could have created arift that would have been
exploited by war critics in Congressto cut off funding and prevent the surge from succeeding.From the
beginning of the war in Irag, my conviction was that freedom is universaland democracy in the Middle East
would make the region more peaceful. There were times when that seemed unlikely. But | never lost faith
that it wastrue.Financial CrisisMr. President, we are witnessing a financial panic.Those were troubling
words coming from Ben Bernanke, the mild-mannered chairman of the Federal Reserve, who was seated
across from me in the Roosevelt Room. Over the previous two weeks, the government had seized Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, two giant housing entities. Lehman Brothers had filed the largest bankruptcy in
American history. Merrill Lynch had been sold under duress. The Fed had granted an $85 billion loan to
save AlG. Now Wachovia and Washington Mutua were teetering on the brink of collapse.With so much
turbulence in financia institutions, credit markets had seized up. Consumers couldnt get loans for homes or
cars. Small businesses couldnt borrow to finance their operations. The stock market had taken its steepest
plunge since the first day of trading after 9/11.As we sat benesth the oil painting of Teddy Roosevelt
charging on horseback, we al knew Americawas facing its most dire economic challenge in decades.|
turned to the Rough Rider of my financial team, Secretary of the Treasury Hank Paulson, a natural leader
with decades of experience in international finance.The situation is extraordinarily serious, Hank said. He
and the team briefed me on three measures to stem the crisis. First, the Treasury would guarantee all $3.5
trillion in money market mutual funds, which were facing depositor runs. Second, the Fed would launch a
program to unfreeze the market for commercial paper, a key source of financing for businesses across the
country. Third, the Securities and Exchange Commission would issue arule temporarily preventing the short-
selling of financial stocks. These are dramatic steps, Hank said, but Americas financial systemis at stake.He
outlined an even bolder proposal. We need broad authority to buy mortgage-backed securities, he said.
Those complex financial assets had lost value when the housing bubble burst, imperiling the balance sheets
of financia firms around the world. Hank recommended that we ask Congress for hundreds of billions to
buy up these toxic assets and restore confidence in the banking system.Is this the worst crisis since the Great
Depression? | asked.Y es, Ben replied. In terms of the financial system, we have not seen anything like this



since the 1930s, and it could get worse.His answer clarified the decision | faced: Did | want to be the
president overseeing an economic calamity that could be worse than the Great Depression? was furious the
situation had reached this point. A relatively small group of peoplemany on Wall Street, some nothad
gambled that the housing market would keep booming forever. It didnt. In anormal environment, the free
market would render its judgment and they could fail. | would have been happy to let them do so.But this
was not anormal environment. The market had ceased to function. And as Ben had explained, the
consequences of inaction would be catastrophic. As unfair asit was to use the American peoples money to
prevent a collapse for which they werent responsible, it would be even more unfair to do nothing and leave
them to suffer the consequences.Get to work, | said, approving Hanks plan in full. We are going to solve
this.l adjourned the meeting and walked across the hallway to the Oval Office. Josh Bolten, Counselor Ed
Gillespie, and Dana Perino, my talented and effective press secretary, followed me in. Bens historical
comparison was till echoing in my mind.If were really looking at another Great Depression, | said, you can
be damn sure Im going to be Roosevelt, not Hoover.From the Hardcover edition.Revue de presse’Decision
Pointsis well-written, and interesting from start to finish. | think people of al political stripes should read
it." (Bill Clinton)"Whether you love or loathe George W. Bush, this book isworth buying. It's well written,
inacrisp narrative style. It isreflective and self-critical, informative about the decisions that he faced, and
the process by which he achieved them...if understanding is the first step to redemption (for Bush), this book
will help." (The Times)"Decision Points...gives the reader an uncanny sense of how personality and the
fateful interplay of personalities within an administration can affect policies that affect the world.” (The New
Y ork Times)"An immensely readable and fascinating account of the key decision moments of his presidency
told through the prism of hislife...will go along way towards setting the record straight about those
turbulent, transformative years of American history." (The Daily Telegraph)



